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Let’s look at the water cycle…
                            and make it rain!

Oh...And let’s add a cloud to that!!!  



How to make it rain in a jar!
1. Read all of the instructions before you begin.
2. Add hot water to the bottom of your jar. (This is already done for you today.)

a. To speed up the process, fill the whole jar with hot water, wait 20 seconds, and then pour out the 
excess leaving about an inch in the bottom.

3. Quickly cover the mouth or your jar with plastic wrap
4. Have your partner strike a match.
5. Lift the plastic wrap enough to drop the burning match into the water.
6. Replace the plastic wrap and secure quickly while being mindful of safety.

a.  You can replace the burning match with a squirt of most any type of aerosol such as hair spray.

7. Make certain that your plastic wrap is secure enough for the next step.  It is ok 
for it to sag some: )

8. Arrange ice chunks on top of the plastic wrap and wait for the magic to happen! 



Can we make a 
bigger cloud right 

here?

 Right now?????

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aiw4sp0dqkI



How do hurricanes 
form?

https://www.txstate-epdc.net/how-hurricanes-form/

https://www.txstate-epdc.net/how-hurricanes-form/


Convection current video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0mUU69ParFM


Look closely 
and you just 

may see 
something that 

looks like a 
convection 

current
Alka Seltzer Option - I only use ⅓ of the alka seltzer drop down 
the side of jar so that it falls one one side of the jar. Baking 
Soda Option

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQPt6GJrht8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCuFjXGSVB4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCuFjXGSVB4


How can we 
connect these 

water 
convection 

demonstrations 
to our “Rain in a 

Jar” activity?



Let’s investigate: 
ocean temperature

heat transfer
atmospheric circulation

changes in season

NOAA Hurricane Simulation
https://scijinks.gov/hurricane-simulation/

● Can climate change potentially 
affect the intensity of future 
weather events?

● How can these events impact 
the formation of hurricanes?

https://scijinks.gov/hurricane-simulation/


Let’s head back to 
the ocean literacy 
principle #3 and 
some amazing 

resources from...

What parts of principle #3  (pg. 35) 
can we link to today’s activities?

How can we use this principle to 
spark curiosity and encourage 

engagement with our student, our 
children, our grandchildren?????
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